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Council to vote on
moratorium for
some construction

By Laura Bond
laura@rustonleader.com

Ruston's aldermen are

ted toconsideran 18-month
moratorium on the construc-
tion of new apartments,
duplexes and high-density
subdivisions in certain sec-
tions of the city during their
April meeting.
The proposed ordinance,
which was given the green
light this week by the city’s
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, prohibits the build-
ingof suchstructuresinhigh-
density residential areas.

The ordinance would not
apply toconstruction thathas
started nor any projects that
already have obtained Plan-
nincandZonhsCommjsshn

“Phis is essentially a
moratorium on the construc-
tion of three or more units in

mchdensity residential
area,” said Pat Doane, city
planner. “Butapartments, du-
plexes and high-density sub-
divisions could still be built
in commercial areas during
this time, excluding the area
around Interstate 20."

Doane said high-density
subdivision developments
include those with under
10,0000 square foot lots, such
as Creekwood Subdivisionon
Kentucky Avenue, but lower
density subdivisions would
still be

from residents’ concerns
about future land use that
were brought up at Commu-
nity Visioning Day asapartof
Ruston 21, which is the city’s
master plan for the future.
“Our citizens were con-
cerned about a number of

Hollingsworth said.
The anticipated ending
moratorium date — Septem-
ber 80, 2010 — is expected
to follow the completion of
the Ruston 21 land use plan,
which city officials hope will

Learn more

A public hearing for the
proposed moratorium will
be held at the Ruston City
Council's next meeting,
which is planned for 5:30
p.m. April 6 at City Hall.

incorporate smart growth
style to include more open
spaces, as well as help devel-
opers reduce their infrastruc-

the moratorium and seek
more information on how
it might impact the local
economy in the meantime,
“This kind of took us all
by snrprise, 'I'oda;' s Realty

sald. “We don't really kmw
why it’s needed, and we want
more information on it. I
think any moratoriumoranti-
stimulus isnotwhatbuilders,
plumbers and electricians
need right now. I'm afraid
this will hurt the Ruston
economy.”

Doane said areas affected
hymemomborhunonlymalce

13 percent of the

citxandthemaiorltyof those
areas are already developed.
So ultimately, she said only
around4percentof alllandin
Ruston will be affected.

University Hills Neighbor-
hood Association President
Peter Gallagher is in favor of
the moratoriumandeffortsto
developalanduseplanknown
as smart style.

“I'm familiar with cities

some green space intermixed
with that which could include
parks or trails.”
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