June 28, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: City of Ruston’s Fiscal Year 20I9 BUILD (Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development) Grant
Application
Dear Madame Secretary:
As Secretary of Louisiana Economic Development (LED), I respectfully request consideration and support for the City of
Ruston’s Fiscal Year 20I9 BUILD (Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development) Grant application. This BUILD
Grant would assist in redeveloping Monroe Street Corridor Project into a safe, efficient, and reliable route to Downtown
Ruston and the Louisiana Tech Enterprise campus.
The City of Ruston and the Louisiana Tech University community considers the Monroe Street Corridor Project a vital
improvement to downtown and the university campus. The new and improved infrastructure will benefit local and
commercial traffic, as well as students, faculty, staff, and visitors of the university through multiple forms of
transportation. The project will replace deficient roadways, add a new section of road, replace pedestrian paths with
ADA compliant infrastructure, add bike paths, improve drainage to reduce flooding, and relocate overhead utilities.
In addition, this project will utilize proprietary technology developed on Louisiana Tech University’s Enterprise Campus
to create the Smart Cities Innovation Testbed. The Testbed will help mitigate the effects of natural disasters using
internet‐of‐things based sensor networks, provide real‐time traffic and parking conditions to commuters, and facilitate
repeatable, scalable, and sustainable research for communities throughout the United Sates. This technology, along with
the upgrades to the infrastructure, is crucial for the safe deployment and research of autonomous vehicles and other
innovative technologies currently being developed on Louisiana Tech’s Enterprise Campus.
This is a strategic partnership between the City of Ruston and Louisiana Tech University to ensure street infrastructure
can meet the current needs, as well as prepare for continued growth expected in the future. The leadership of Ruston
recognizes the value and importance of the comprehensive redevelopment of corridors, and this application proposes to
integrate various modes to make a highly traveled street safer and more modern in its design.
The City of Ruston and Louisiana Tech University exemplify how collaborative efforts on economic development and
infrastructure projects can benefit and grow a community. That collaboration is evident in this application. Investment of
public funding is vital to stimulating economic redevelopment. On behalf of Louisiana Economic Development, thank you
for investing in Louisiana and for partnering with our state to improve the quality of life in our local communities. Your
consideration is appreciated.
Sincerely,

Don Pierson
Secretary
Louisiana Economic Development

July 1, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Dear Madame Secretary:
North Louisiana Economic Development (NLEP), an Accredited Economic Development Organization
serving 14 parishes (counties) in North Louisiana, greatly supports the City of Ruston’s grant application
for a BUILD Transportation Grant to the U.S. Department of Transportation. The grant enhances economic
development not just for the City of Ruston but for the region as well. The transportation project improves
the marketability and the accessibility of Louisiana Tech University’s Enterprise Campus, a 50 acre
research park in Ruston, thus enhancing our collective opportunities to attract new technology companies
to North Louisiana.
The City of Ruston’s grant request for $17.9 million would fund a project to provide a safe, efficient, and
reliable route from the I-20 service road through Downtown Ruston to the Louisiana Tech Enterprise
campus, a vital economic engine for the City of Ruston, the Parish (County) of Lincoln and the North
Louisiana region. This project will utilize proprietary technology developed on Louisiana Tech University’s
Enterprise Campus to create the Smart Cities Innovation Testbed. The Testbed will help mitigate the
effects of natural disasters using internet-of-things based sensor networks, provide real-time traffic and
parking conditions to commuters, and facilitate repeatable, scalable, and sustainable research for
communities throughout the United Sates.
The transportation project also will replace deficient roadways, add a new section of road, replace
pedestrian paths with ADA compliant infrastructure, add bike paths, improve drainage to reduce flooding,
and relocate overhead utilities. The project is made possible by a strategic partnership between the City
of Ruston and Louisiana Tech University to ensure infrastructure can meet current needs, as well as
prepare for the continued growth expected in the future.

This project greatly improves economic development opportunities for the City of Ruston which has a
43.4% poverty rate, according to the U.S. Census (2018). It also enhances the marketability of North
Louisiana’s emerging I-20 Technology Corridor, which has created 4,000 new jobs in the last several years.
Louisiana Tech University is a key asset in North Louisiana’s IT sector, and the new transportation project
will improve access to the university.
NLEP respectful urges the U.S. Department of Transportation to approve Ruston’s application for the
$17.9 million BUILD grant, which will support economic development in communities that so desperately
need jobs and economic opportunities.

Sincerely,

Scott Martinez, CEcD
President
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The HonorableElaine L. Chao
Secretaryof TransPortation
U.S. Departmentof Transportation
1200New JerseyAvenue,SE
Washington,DC 20590
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U.S. Department
The City of Ruston is applying for a BUILD TransportatiornGrantthrough the
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June 20, 2019

Secretary Elaine L. Chao
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:
I am writing to take the opportunity to bring to your attention the City of Ruston’s (The City) application
for the FY 19 BUILD grant program. The City is requesting $16,787,200 in BUILD grant funding as part
of an estimated total of $21.7 million for their Monroe Street Corridor Project. The City has committed
to contribute $4,984,020 in matching funds towards this shovel ready project.
The project is a collaboration between The City and Louisiana Tech University to modernize and
redevelop the core of the city as a hub for technology-based economic development. The project
proposes to develop a Smart Cities Innovation Testbed using technology to help mitigate the effects of
natural disasters, research autonomous vehicles, and to ensure infrastructure can meet current needs.
I appreciate your time and consideration in reviewing this application which proposes to create efficient,
safe, and sustainable infrastructure between Louisiana Tech University, the University’s Enterprise
Campus, The City, and the Interstate 20 corridor.

Sincerely,

John Kennedy
United State Senator

